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Focus on power dynamics in TSI

A Transformative social innovation (TSI)
A Power contestations
A Multi -actor perspective on shifting power relations

A Some concluding reflections
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transformative social Inn

innovations are
transformative to the
extent that they

The Great Depression
of the XXI Century

A challenge
R o A alter

dominant structures & institu

material context e Haxeltine et al. 2017
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A Why are structures supposed to be transformed, be they odomi nant
(Haxeltine et al . 2041 2k hnosadi Geelg2 InNE4 )0 d¢-liberad n e o
hegemonic discour ses 6 (odghwdt etalr2016)et al 2007,

Problematic power relations:
inequality , oppression,
exclusion , exploitation,
injustice

How are social innovations
challenging / reproducing
power relations?




Power contestations




Self-interest

Collective Goals



power as capacity

broad dialectic definition  of power:

relational & structural capacity of actors to

mobilise resources & institutions to achieve particular goals

Avelino 2017



Seven power contestations

Power Ooverodo vs. power oO0tobo
Centred vs. diffused

Consensual vs. conflictual

Constraining vs. enabling

Power = knowl edge \‘ksowledgeo wer |
Empowerment vs. disempowerment

Power as means vs. power as end in  itself

NOo bk DR

Not choose si des but ask diver se



Power Contestations

Questions about transformative social innovation (TSl)

Power ‘over’ <> power ‘to’
(e.g. Dahl, Parsons, Foucault, Morris, Davis,
Giddens, Arendt, Gordon, Stewart)

.

* Power to: How is what kind of power exercised for/through/against TSI? How are which resources mobilised?

* Power over: Who is exercising power over whom? How are which structures of domination/ oppression/
dependence changed or (re)produced?

* Power with: What are the power coalitions that enable/resist TSI, and how do actors collaborate in the

exercise of power?

Centred <> dif'fused)

| m—

({e.g. Dahl, Bachrach & Baratz, Lukes, Mann,

Foucault, Gramsci)

¢ How are the three/four faces of power manifested in TSI?
¢ Who are the TSl elites, who sets the agenda, which issues are on/off the agenda, how are preferences
shaped? Who is included and excludes?

¢ How is power diffused, (de}centralised and/or recentralised by TSI?

Consensual <> eonfliﬂ@

(e.g. Parsons, Arendt, Mann, Haugaard)

e ————

® How are both consensus and conflict manifested in TSI?
¢ Which conflicts are *hidden” under seemingly consensual processes?

* (How) is consensus oppressive, how is conflict emancipatory, and vice versa?

Constraining <> ena@

(e.g. Foucault, Giddens, Clegg, Davis, Arendt,
Hayward & Lukes)

¢ How are both structure & agency manifested in TSI? Who is enabled and who is constrained in TSI, how and by
whom or what?
* How/to what extent are which structures (a) an object of TSI (to be transformed), (b) a constraint for TSI, (c)

an enabler for T51?

Empowerment <> disempowerment
(e.g. Boje & Rosile, Hardy & Leiba-0'Sullivan,
Follet)

¢ Who is (dis)empowered in/by TSI, by whom or by what?
¢ (How) is (dis)empowerment manifested in TSl as (a) intentional outcome (empowerment as end), (b)
constraining/enabling factor (empowerment as means), or (c) object/type of TSl in itself?

Knowledge as <> prior to power
(e.g. Bourdieau, Flyvbjerg, Lukes, Foucault,

Barnes)

* How is knowledge in/for TSl organised, for and by whom?
¢ How is knowledge manifested as (a) an object of change & TSI, or (b) an instrument for enabling/constraining
TSI?

¢ What are the discourses and ideologies underlying T5I?

Power as means vs. power as an end in itself

(e.g. Foucault, Arendt, Haugaard)

¢ Which power relations are implied by future visions of TSI?
* What are (un)intended consequences of TSl in power terms?

¢ What are the power-ethical issues in TSI from both an empirical and normative political theory point of view?

Avelino 2018
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Vi ol ence as Ot he most concentr a

of human power 0.
(Mann [1986]2002:177)

Violence can destroy power, but oI
creating Iito, and opower and
where the one rules absol ut e

(Arendt [1969] 2002:143).



O Su bj eismnhotonlyobtained by the instruments of
violence or ideology; it can also be direct, physical, pitting
force against force, bearing on material elements, and yet
without involving violence; it may be calculated,
organized, technically thought out; it may be subtle, make

use neither of weapons nor of terror and yet remain a
physical order 0 .

(Foucault [1975 ] 2002:192).












Power



Three faces of power

1. Dahl (1958)
d beyond ruling elites

2. Bachrach & Baratz (1962)
d agenda -setting

3. Lukes (1974)
0 preference shaping




How are 3 faces
of power manifested
in/for processes of
social innovation

How is power

decentralised
and /or

(re) centralised ?




(De)/(re)centralization

Decentralisation in one
place can lead to

(re) centralisation
elsewhere (and visa
versa).




(De)/(re)centralization in Sl in energy?

Which power relations are

being (de)/(re) centralised
In decentralised energy
Initiatives , and how ?

&

vandebron

f



constraining (structure )

enabling (agency )



olint s most general sense, power
mediates the desired or intended outcomes of social actors

and the actual realization of these outcomes in their daily

soci al practices?o.
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Smart Grid Awareness

site by SkyVision Solutions,

rotection Advocate

Raising Public Awareness to Smart Grid, Smart Meter, and Radiofrequency (RF) Concerns: Privacy, Health, ¥ ,\(1
Cybersecurity, Safety, Economics, Societal Impacts, Environmental Impacts, Consumer Choice and Rights

NON-IONIZING
RADIATION RISK

Home Smart Grid Information  HealthIssues Privacy and Cyber Security = Regulatory/Legal  Sustainable Development  Site Perspective
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bij Particulieren

Uitnodiging: Pressure cooker workshop

3 juli, 12.00-16:30 @ Aardehuizen, Olst d .
S rl for transition

rale opwekking van elektriciteit is aan de orde van dag. Ech-
ter zorgt dit voor grote schommelingen op het net. Door grote pieken in
elektriciteitsopwek te ‘peakshaven’ kunnen deze schommelingen worden
voorkomen. Particulieren en wijken wagen zich aan peakshaven, door mid-

del van wijkopslag en microgrids. Maar dit gaat niet zonder slag of stoot

Wat kunnen we leren van particulieren die zich wagen aan peakshaven?
En hoe kunnen instanties hen hierbij verder helpen?
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multi -actor perspective on
shifting power relations




Institutional logics
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Power inbalances
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Multi - Actor Perspective

politician, policy -maker,
bureaucrat, citizen, voter

Multiple institutional NS X
. Z o\ 2 o 7
logics & actor roles %\ % STATE S
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Micro -politics: struggles,
contestations, inequalities,
hierarchies

benefactor/
beneficiary

COMMUNITY MARKET

@FlorAvelino Avelino & Wittmayer 2016
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ENERGY DEMOCRACY:

Redistributing

Power to the People
Through Renewable

Transformation

of renewable energy

accelerates, the trans-

formative potential of

moving  away  from
fossil fuel reliance is becoming increas-
ingly dear. Around the world, individu-
als, communities, organizations, cities,
states, and countrie: gnizing that
renewable energy offers much more than
just reliable clean electricity, pollution
reductions, and dimate mitigation. In
addition to these environmental bene-
fits, the renewable energy revolution also
provides potential o transform socicty
by redistributing jobs, wealth, health,
and political power more equitably,

ENVIRONMENT

by

Jennie C. Stephens

Energy democra
movement that pr this po-
for redistributing power to the
people through renewable transforma-
tion. Energy democracy acknow
how fossil-fuel-based energy systems

growing so-

and the associated massive corporate
profits of large multinational e .

companies have perpetuated ineq
exacerbated  disparate vulnerabili
and promoted widespread  injust
among and within communities aroy
the world. By highlighting the ne
societal impacts of fossil-fuel-based
concentration of power and wealth, the
principles of energy democracy connect
energy system change with an associ-

ANDFONLINE.COM,

ated transformation toward a
cially just and eq

ocl

i MFACY TeCOgr
replacing fossil-fud-based it
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chnological substitution; |
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African Clean Energy (ACE)

Renewables & Environment - Amsterdam, North-Holland - 609 followers

African Clean Energy (ACE) is a social enterprise specialised in manufacturing and directly
diStribUting the ACE 1. The @BCorporation #BestForTheWorld2019 st is out and we're proud to be

among the top 10% of all #BCorps. We vote every day for a better world through
the way we achieve our business' mission. Thank you for your support!

The ACE 1is 3 high-tech
ook stove that will enable
you to cook safer, faster
and cheaper than before!

Viith solar energy for
device charging and LED
lighting, the ACE 1 wil also &
help you have more access
to electricity, while
decreasing your overal
energy costs,

—
Certified !
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African Clean Energy

Best For The World 2019
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Unpacking the transformative
potential of social enterprise

10 The Transformative Potential of
Plural Social Enterprise

A Multi-Actor Perspective

Flor Avelino and Julia M. Wittmayer

Introduction

What is the transformative potential of social enterprise to challenge,
alter or replace existing power relations? This is the question that we
ponder in this chapter, by taking a multi-actor perspective to unpack
concepts and empirical manifestations of social enterprise.

Want to order a paper back copy?
Contact avelino@drift.eur.nl
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Dialectics of transformative social innovation

A Dialectic relation: innovations both
challenge & reproduce established
institutions. Need to be prepared for
innovation capture  (Pel 2016)

A Translating to wider, institutional context,

whil e al so mai radicalicanei n g
(Smith 2006, 2007)

How can social innovations be
mainstreamed and gain power while
maintaining their transformative
potential?




Mainstreaming

How are power relations \ 0
affected in social
Innovation processes

across different Bureaucratization &

institutional Standardization

logics? ———————=- —————-—--

Socialisation & Marketization &
Communalisation Esoc Commodification
COMMUNITY MARKET
(households, families etc.) (firms, business)
) / \
@FlorAvelino

Wittmayer et al. forthcoming
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Why Osocial & O0iI nnovat

1.

Focusing on the social as an object of innovation in itself
(rather than a mere dimension of technological innovation)

Innovation as a dimension of (prefigurative) social
movements(Monticelli 2018) & other forms of social change
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Prefigurative social movements  (Monticelli 2018)

A Class-based movements 19 ™ century

A New social movements 60s & 70s
A Alter -globalization 90s -early 2000s

A New wave of prefigurative social
movements

ostrive t ointhepresentdhe king of
society they envision f or t he futur
embody their ultimate goals and their vision

of a future society through their ongoing

social practices& socialr el at i o n nly( é
opposing capitalism but also prefiguring post -
capitalist soci et i e s-thinleng arldye -r e
politicising conventional modes of

production, consumption and living by

defending, restoring and creating spaces of

resi stance and experi mef

tripleC 16(2): 501-517, 2018
http: rwraw _triple-coat

triple

Embodying Alternatives to Capitalism in the 21st Century

Lara Monticelli

Independent researcher, monticelli.lara@email.com

Abstract: The goal of this article is twofold. First, to illustrate how in the last decade a growing
number of critical and Marxist thinkers committed to discussing and developing theories of
change have started to broaden their focus by including social movements and grassroots
initiatives that are “interstitial”, i.e. initiatives that are developing within capitalism and are striv-
ing to prefigure a post-capitalist society in the here and now without engaging in contentious,
violent and revolutionary actions and activities. To achieve this, | mainly focus on the work of
four authors: Erik Olin Wright, John Holloway, Ana C. Dinerstein, and Luke Martell. The second
goal of this article is to understand why these interstitial movements are getting so much at-
tention from critical scholars and to argue that the time is ripe for establishing a theory of (and
for) prefigurative social movements. The article closes with some brief reflections on the future
of radical thinking that includes an invitation, directed mostly at the young generation of critical
and Marxist scholars, to begin a dialogue with theories of change developed within other dis-
ciplines, to engage with activists, and to experiment with participatory methods and technigues.

Keywords: Karl Marx, bicentenary, 200th anniversary, capitalism, crisis, utopia, prefigurative
social movements

(Monticelli 2018:509 -515)




HOW TRANSFORMATIVE
INNOVATION MOVEMENTS LRI
CONTRIBUTE TO TRANSITIONS

Transformative innovation movements create new ways of doing, thinking
and organizing with transformative ambitions. They challenge existing
systems through (1) prefiguration, (2) socio-material innovation across
domains, (3) tr:?\nslocaL emPowerment, (4) a diverse repertoire of actions R TIE: e
and (5) strategic collaboration across movements. . .
Innovation

movements
Flor Avelino / Lara Monticelli / Julia M. Wittmayer

social
innovation

Participatory Budgeting Ecovillage movement

)

OIDP GLOBAL
4 m ECOVILLAGE
0OBSERVATORIO NETWORK
Positioning transformative innovation movements in three fields
of research
Community Energy Social Entrepreneurs

DOREN
RESccop.EU

Avelino, F. , Monticelli, L. and Wittmayer, J.M. (2019), How
transformative innovation movements contribute to transitions,
chapterin: Atlas of Social Innovation. Available online at:
https :// www.socialinnovationatlas.net/
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Why Osocial &6 O0irnnovation

1.

Focusing on the social as an object of innovation in itself
(rather than a mere dimension of technological innovation)

Innovation as a dimension of (prefigurative) social
movements(Monticelli 2018) & other forms of social change

Innovation as a type/sourceofpower ( 6i nnovati&e
Avelino & Rotmans 2009 ). Social innovation > changing social
relations > changing power relations > empowering....



translocal empowerment
local embeddedness + global connectedness

Unpacking the Social Innovation Ecosystem:

a typology of empowering network constellations

Pel, B, Wittmaver, J2, Dorland, J°, & Jorgensen, MS’

10th International Social Innovation Research Conference

September 3" -5 2018, Heidelberg (GER)



